January 7, 2022

LJ
Conseil I scolaire

Centre=Est

Dear parents and guardians,

The entire Conseil scolaire Centre-Est team would like to wish you all the best in the new
year.

The beginning of this year is once again marked by the pandemic and a new variant. On
December 31, 2021, following Alberta Education's announcement, we postponed the return
to school to Monday, January 10, 2022, for all students, K-12.

Wearing a mask
We have been advised by Alberta Education that we will receive medical grade masks for all

students and staff in our schools. As soon as we receive them, which is between January 10
and 15, 2022, we will be able to distribute them. Masks continue to be required on buses for

all students and in classrooms and common areas for students in grades 4-12 and staff. We
encourage the use of masks for students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 to better control the
spread of various viruses that are circulating. However, it will not be mandatory to
specifically wear the masks provided by Alberta Education for the 2022 school year.

Rapid screening tests

Alberta Education will also be distributing rapid screening tests for all families. Visit
https://www.alberta.ca/rapid-testing-at-home.aspx to learn more about how to use them

and how to interpret the results. We will be distributing the tests to families as soon as we
receive them, which again will be between January 10 and 15, 2022. According to AHS
recommendations, the boxes contain 5 tests each, or 2 tests per week, 72 hours apart, for a
period of 2.5 weeks. However, the CSCE leaves it up to families to choose how to use these
tests by recommending that a rapid screening test be used when a child presents symptoms.

If your child has symptoms
It is strongly recommended that your child's symptoms be assessed daily before they go to

school. Symptoms to watch for children under 18 years of age include cough, fever, difficulty
breathing and loss of the senses of taste and smell. Alberta Health will be updating the Daily


https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx
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https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-testing-in-alberta.aspx

Assessment Checklist for Covid-19 symptoms in the coming days. We will share the new
checklist with you on our website as soon as it becomes available.

If your child has symptoms, get tested and keep your child home until the symptoms go
away, even if the test result is negative. If the test result is positive, we encourage you to
inform the school administration.

The isolation period was changed on January 5, 2022. Visit
https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx to fully understand the changes. We will continue to

communicate with affected families in general terms when a positive case is reported at one
of our schools. Your child's teacher will provide learning materials for your child if your child
must stay home because he or she is sick, has symptoms, or is a close contact of someone
who has tested positive for COVID.

Alberta Education is also providing an e-learning hub for families to support learning at
home, when needed. The LearnAlberta site will feature pre-recorded videos in English and
French to support numeracy and literacy learning for students in Grades 4 to 9.

General health measures

In all of our schools, good hygiene practices are maintained. School staff will continue to
ensure that students sanitize their hands frequently and follow respiratory etiquette. At the
elementary level, cohorts will be maintained during the school day. Extra cleaning of
frequently used surfaces will be maintained. Ventilation system filters will be changed more
frequently.

Extracurricular activities

Until we receive more direction from Alberta Education or AHS, extracurricular activities, as
well as the use of our facilities by community members, will be put on hold. Only practices
between members of the same cohort will be allowed. No competition is allowed.

The implementation of DA 491

Administrative Procedure 491 on Covid-19 Vaccination has been updated and is available on
our website. It became effective January 3, 2022. CSCE staff will be required to show proof
of vaccination or a negative result in a rapid test for COVID.

We remind you that vaccination is not mandatory for students. CSCE cannot deny students
access to learning based on their immunization status. If a student is required to isolate, the
length of isolation will be at the discretion of the parents, based on their knowledge of the
student's immunization status.
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Since the beginning of the pandemic, access to our schools has been very limited. This will
remain the case until further notice. If, as a parent, you wish to enter the building to speak
with your child's teacher or if you need to meet with the school principal, you must contact
the principal in order to gain entry. Principals will put measures in place to ensure that your
visit respects the measures in place.

If absenteeism increases, both among students and staff, it may be necessary to ask certain
groups of students, certain cohorts or the entire school population to switch to at-home
learning for a period of 10 days. The CSCE will need to obtain permission from Alberta
Education before making such a decision.

We thank you for your cooperation. Please know that we will do everything in our power to

ensure the success of our students and the well-being of our employees.

Dolorése Nolette
Superintendant, CSCE



